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Announcing the latest addition to the series of . . . 


Public Papers of the Presidents 
of the United States 


RICHARD NIXON, 1970 


The volume contains public messages and statements, verbatim transcripts of 
the President’s news conferences, and other selected papers released by the White 
House from January 1 through December 31, 1970. 

In the Foreword to the book President Nixon writes, “The story of the year, 
for me and for the administration team working with me, was above all a story of 
building for peace. Peace, we believed from the beginning, does not come to the 
passive; and so we pressed on through 1970 with a determination that the United 
States should act creatively, not merely react reflexively, on the world stage.” 

Among the items that are a part of the record for 1970 are addresses to the 
Nation on progress toward peace in Vietnam and in Southeast Asia; reports on the 
Cambodian sanctuary operation; speeches made by the President during his five- 
nation European tour; and the President’s television interview on foreign policy 


with representatives of the three major networks. 
The 1305-page clothbound volume, fully indexed, is available to the public 


at $15.75 per copy. 


Similar volumes are available covering the Administrations of Presidents 
Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy, and Johnson, and the first year of President 


Nixon. 


All volumes in the “Public Papers” series are sold by the Superintendent of 
Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. Distribution 
for official use is governed by the provisions of sections 32.15—32.19 of Title 1 of 


the Code of Federal Regulations. 


WEEKLY COMPILATION OF 
Presidential Documents 


Published every Monday by the Office of the Federal Register, 
National Archives and Records Service, General Services Adminis- 
tration, Washington, D.C. 20408, the Weekly Compilation of Presi- 
dential Documents contains statements, messages and other Presi- 
dential materials released by the White House during the preceding 

* week. 


The Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents is published 
pursuant to the authority contained in the Federal Register Act 
(49 Stat. 500, as amended; 44 U.S.C. Ch. 15), under regulations 
prescribed by the Administrative Committee of the Federal Reg- 
ister, approved by the President (30 F.R. 9573; 1 CFR Part 32). 

Distribution is made only by the Superintendent of Documents, 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. The 
Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents will be furnished 
by mail to subscribers for $9.00 per year, payable to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, 
D.C. 20402. The charge for a single copy is 25 cents. 

There are no restrictions on the republication of material 
appearing in the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents. 
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International Convention for the 
Safety of Life at Sea, 1960 


The President’s Message to the Senate Transmitting 11 
Amendments for Advice and Consent to Ratification. 
July 24, 1972 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I herewith transmit for the advice and consent of the 
Senate eleven amendments to the Convention for the 
Safety of Life at Sea, 1960. 

Three of these amendments were adopted on Novem- 
ber 26, 1968, by the Assembly of the Intergovernmental 
Maritime Consultative Organization (IMCO) at its 
fourth extraordinary session held in London Novem- 
ber 26-28, 1968 and are annexed to the enclosed certi- 
fied copy of Resolution A. 146 (ES. IV). The other eight 
amendments were adopted on October 15-29, 1969 and 
are annexed to the enclosed certified copy of Resolution 
A. 174 (VI). 

The three amendments adopted in 1968 are the out- 
come of studies undertaken by IMCO in 1967 following 
the Torrey Canyon tragedy. They are preventive measures 
designed to avoid the repetition of such disasters by re- 
quiring that specified navigational equipment be carried 
aboard certain vessels, specifying conditions of operation 
that must be met by vessels using automatic pilot, and re- 
quiring that all ships subject to the Convention carry ade- 
quate and up-to-date nautical publications. 

The 1969 amendments are designed to improve re- 
quirements for firemen’s outfits and personal equipment 
in cargo ships as well as requirements for lifebuoys, life- 
jackets, radio installations and shipborne navigational 
equipment. 

For the information of the Senate, I am also transmit- 
ting the report of the Department of State with respect to 
the amendments. 


1174. 


I recommend that the Senate give swift and favorable 
consideration to all of these amendments. 


Ricuarp Nixon 
The White House 


July 24, 1972 


Property Management Program 


Statement by the President Following His Meeting With 
the Property Review Board. July 25, 1972 


Members of the Property Review Board reported to 
me today on major new initiatives that are underway to 
improve the management of Federal real property. I am 
especially pleased to note the progress under the Legacy 
of Parks program which has now reached 39 States, lead- 
ing to the creation of 144 new parks. 


The Federal public lands belong to all Americans and 
are part of the heritage and birthright of every citizen. 
They are the breathing space of the Nation, and it is essen- 
tial that they be preserved for future generations. 


Government must work as the trustee for the future to 
ensure that the environmental, ecological, and recrea- 
tional values of these lands will be safeguarded. Our goal, 
the goal of the Property Review Board—to manage our 
publi- lands wisely and well to best serve the greatest num- 
ber—has resulted in more parks and recreational oppor- 
tunities for all Americans. 


By returning federally-owned land to States and locali- 
ties to fill locally-determined needs, the Property Man- 
agement Program administered by the Board is reversing 
the trend of the past decade towards government so big 
it loses touch with its citizens. 


The program is a creative avenue for Federal, State, and 
local cooperation in achieving two of this Administration’s 








p-*) gS co J 6 = hy a eet eet OO” 


SS fp» Ss & 


Th fs» 











principal domestic aims—bringing government closer to 
the people and improving our environment. 

noTE: Members of the Property Review Board met with the Presi- 
dent at the White House to present their report, entitled, “New Di- 
rections in Federal Real Property Management: A Progress Report 
by The President’s Property Review Board” (processed ; 32 pp. plus 
annexes). 


Tennessee Valley Authority 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
William Lewis Jenkins To Be a Member of the 
Board of Directors. July 25, 1972 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate William Lewis Jenkins of Brentwood, Tenn., to be a 
member of the Board of Directors of the Tennessee Val- 
ley Authority for a term expiring May 18, 1981. He suc- 
ceeds Frank E. Smith, whose term has expired. 

Since 1971, Mr. Jenkins has served as Commissioner 
of the Department of Conservation for the State of Ten- 
nessee. 

Mr. Jenkins was born in Detroit, Mich., on Novem- 
ber 29, 1936, but has spent most of his life in Tennessee. 
He received a B.S. degree from Tennessee Technological 
University and his J.D. degree from the University of 
Tennessee. He served in the United States Army from 
1959 to 1960. 

From 1962 until appointment to his current position, 
Mr. Jenkins was a partner in the law firm of Hyder, Jen- 
kins & Boyd in Rogersville, Tenn. He served in the 83d, 
84th, 85th, and 86th General Assemblies of the State of 
Tennessee and was Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives during the 86th General Assembly. He also served 
as House minority leader and House GOP whip. 

Mr. Jenkins is married to the former Kathryn Myers 
and they have four children. 

The Tennessee Valley Authority is a corporation cre- 
ated by act of Congress on May 18, 1933, to conduct a 
unified program of resource conservation, development, 
and use to speed the economic development of the Ten- 
nessee Valley region and to advance its national defense 
capabilities. 


Communications Satellite 
Service for Israel 


Exchange of Remarks Between the President and Prime 
Minister Golda Meir in a Telephone Call Inaugurating 
Service Via a Ground Station at Emeq Ha’ela. 

July 26, 1972 


Tue Prime Minister. Hello. 
THE Presment. Hello, Madam Prime Minister. 
Tue Prime Minister. Mr. President, shalom. 
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Tue Present. Thank you very much. I want you to 
know that as I speak here from the Oval Office, where 
you and I have met so many times, that I extend the very 
best wishes of all of the people of the United States to all 
of the people of Israel. 

I think this program, as I saw the countries you were 
talking to, instead of being called “Around the World in 
80 Days,” could be called “Around the World in 60 
Minutes.” 

Tue Prime Minister. That is right. Mr. President, 
it is extremely kind of you to take time off and speak to 
us. I can only tell you that the best wishes of all the people 
of Israel, appreciation, and all the friendship that we can 
express goes out to you and the people of the United 
States. 

I remember the Oval Room very well, always with a 
great feeling of satisfaction and appreciation and joy 
and thankfulness that you have always taken so much 
of your time to listen to my long stories of troubles and 
wishes and so on. 

But I must say I always came out with the right answers. 

THE PresipENT. Madam Prime Minister, I want you 
to know that you, needless to say, are always welcome 
here. I only regret that while I have visited Israel on 
other occasions, I have never been able to do so as Presi- 
dent, but you can be sure that we will continue to work 
together for what you are interested in, what we are 
interested in, and that is a just peace in the Mideast 
which will protect the integrity of Israel, for which your 
people have suffered so much and sacrificed so much. 

Tue Prime Minister. Thank you very, very much. 
It is easier to face difficulties when you speak as you do, 
and I know what you have done, so thank you very much. 

There is a large group here. They are all smiling, and 
they are all happy to hear your voice. 

Tue Present. I want to say just one last thing. I 
think the fact that we do have this new television com- 
munication will mean that the programs that will be 
carried from Israel to the United States, and from the 
United States to Israel, will mean that more of our people 
here will have an opportunity not only to see Israel by 
television, but perhaps to go there as tourists and we hope 
that more people from Israel can come here. We hope 
that will be one of the dividends of this new program. 

Tue Prime Minister. This is a commercial that will 
work both ways. 

Tue Preswent. That’s right. That’s right. I know that 
I have enjoyed my visits, and we want you and any of 
your friends to know they are always welcome here in 
our country. 

Tue Prime Minister. Thank you very, very much. 

Tue Preswent. Thank you. We will look forward to 
seeing you. Goodby. 

Tue Prime Minister. Goodby. 

NOTE: The exchange of remarks began at 11:52 a.m. The President 
spoke from his Oval Office in the White House. 

For the text of the President’s letter to Prime Minister Meir on 


the inauguration of communications satellite service, see the follow- 
ing item. 
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Communications Satellite 
Service for Israel 


Text of the President’s Letter to Prime Minister 
Golda Meir on the Inauguration of Satellite Service. 
Dated July 20,1972. Released July 26, 1972 


Dear Madame Prime Minister: 

As your nation inaugurates its station connecting Israel 
with the Intelsat system, you have the best wishes of 
the American people. 

Clear and effective communication is basic to building 
the generation of peace we so earnestly seek, and to ensur- 
ing the kind of sound relationships among nations which 
will enable that peace to endure. 

We are delighted that Israel is joining the family of 
nations linked by this new system, and happy to convey 
through our representative, Mr. Dean Burch, our warmest 
greetings and hopes that this important step may benefit 
your fellow citizens and all mankind. 

Sincerely, 
RicHarp NIxon 


{Her Excellency Golda Meir, Prime Minister of Israel] 


NOTE: The letter was delivered to the Prime Minister by Dean 
Burch, Chairman of the Federal Communications Commission. Its 
text was made available by the White House Press Office; it was not 
issued in the form of a White House press release. 

For an exchange of remarks between the President and the Prime 
Minister in a telephone call inaugurating satellite service, see the 
preceding item. 


Government Spending 


The President’s Message to the Congress. 
July 26, 1972 


To the Congress of the United States: 

This is an urgent appeal for the Congress to join with 
me to avoid higher taxes, higher prices and a cut in pur- 
chasing power for everyone in the Nation. 

Just when we have succeeded in cutting the rate of 
inflation in half, and just when we have succeeded in 
making it possible for America’s workers to score their 
largest real spendable income gains in eight years, this 
tangible, pocketbook progress may be wiped out by pro- 
posed excessive spending. 

Specifically, Federal spending for the fiscal year 1973 
(which began on July 1, 1972) already is estimated to be 
almost $7 billion higher than was planned in my budget. 

That figure by itself is bad enough. But even more 
spending beyond the budget—and beyond emergency 
flood relief funds—appears to be on the way. 

The inevitable result would be higher taxes and more 
income-eating inflation in the form of higher prices. 


I am convinced the American people do not want their 
family budgets wrecked by higher taxes and higher prices, 
and I will not stand by and permit such irresponsible 
action to undermine the clear progress we have made in 
getting America’s workers off the inflation treadmill of 
the 1960's. 

While specific Federal programs are important to many 
people and constituent groups, none is more important to 
all the American taxpayers than a concerted program to 
hold down the rate of taxes and the cost of living. 

In view of this serious threat I again urge the Con- 
gress—in the economic interest of all American citizens— 
to enact a spending ceiling of $250 billion. I urgently 
recommended a spending ceiling when I submitted the 
fiscal 1973 budget earlier this year. 

Our concern with sustaining the increasing purchasing 
power of all the people requires and demands such respon- 
sible action. Our concern with the cost of living requires 
and demands such responsible action. Our determination 
to avoid higher taxes requires and demands such action. 
The basic fiscal integrity of the Nation requires and de- 
mands such action. 

At fault is the hoary and traditional procedure of the 
Congress, which now permits action on the various spend- 
ing programs as if they were unrelated and independent 
actions. What we should have—and what I again 
seek today—is that an annual spending ceiling be set 
first, and that individual program allocations then be 
tailored to that ceiling. This is the anti-inflationary 
method I use in designing the Federal budget. 

The present Congressional system of independent, un- 
related actions on various spending programs means that 
the Congress arrives at total Federal spending in an ac- 
cidental, haphazard manner. That is no longer good 
enough procedure for the American people, who now 
realize that their hard-won economic gains against in- 
flation are threatened by every deficit spending bill—no 
matter how attractive the subject matter of that bill might 
be. And there are impressive gains which I am committed 
to help guard: 

—We have achieved a substantial success in our battle 
against the inflation we inherited in 1969. Instead of the 
more than 6 percent of 1969, we are now down to a rate 
of 2.9 percent per year. Inflation has been cut in half. 

—We have cut the personal income tax so that a family 
of four with an income of $5,000 has had its individual! 
income taxes reduced by 66 percent since 1969, and a 
family of four with an income of $10,000 has had its in- 
come tax reduced by 26 percent since that date. 

—We have thus brought about conditions in which 
real, spendable weekly earnings have risen four percent in 
the last year, the largest such gain since 1964. 

If we permit unbridled increases in Federal spending 
to go on month after month, however, we are in real dan- 
ger of losing the advantages of the tax cuts and our vic- 
tories in the battle against inflation. 
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These are the compelling reasons which require me to 
ask again in the most urgent and explicit language I can 
frame that the Congress enact at the earliest possible op- 
portunity a spending ceiling—without loopholes or ex- 
ceptions—to force Government spending back to the $250 
billion level in fiscal year 1973. 

I again remind the Congress of the situation I cited 
last January, when I submitted the fiscal year 1973 
budget: 


“Tt will be a job-creating budget and a non-inflation- 
ary budget only if spending is limited to the amount 
the tax system would produce if the economy were op- 
erating at full employment.” 

“Those who increase spending beyond that amount will 
be responsible for causing more inflation.” 


Since that time, various Congressional actions and in- 
actions have heavily underscored all of the reasons I then 
made for speedy passage of a spending ceiling. 

Such a ceiling cannot be completely effective unless the 
Congress enacts it as I have requested—without excep- 
tions and without loopholes. But if the Congress fails to 
do this, I do not propose to sit by and silently watch in- 
dividual family budgets destroyed by rising prices and 
rising taxes—the inevitable end to spending of this 
magnitude. 

With or without the cooperation of the Congress, I am 
going to do everything within my power to prevent such 
a fiscal crisis for millions of our people. 

Let there be no misunderstanding: If bills come to my 
desk calling for excessive spending which threatens the 
Federal budget, I will veto them. 

It is now generally recognized that the national econ- 
omy is in a period of vigorous expansion. The Gross 
National Product soared at an annual growth rate of 8.9 
percent in the second quarter of the year—the best such 
increase since 1965. About 21% million additional civilian 
jobs have been added in the last year. 

We do not plan to reduce or restrict the very substan- 
tial fiscal stimulation we have already provided. But fur- 
ther massive Federal stimulation of the economy at this 
time—whatever its superficial political attractiveness—is 
certain to lead to the kind of inflation that even wage- 
price control machinery would find impossible to restrain. 

In other words, the American people will have to pay, 
and pay quickly, for excessive Federal spending—either 
by higher taxes or by higher consumer prices, or both. 
Such an intolerable burden would shortly cause an end to 
the period of economic growth on which we are embarked. 

There are desirable features in some of the individual 
bills now pending in the Congress, but to them have been 
attached some very excessive spending proposals. 

The Federal Government cannot do everything that 
might be desirable. Hard choices must be made by the 
Congress in the national interest, just as a family must 
decide what it will buy with the money it has. Moreover, 
the experience of the past decade proved that merely 





throwing money at problems does not automatically or 
necessarily solve the problems. 

I have every confidence that the American people, in 
this era of wide public awareness of inflation and wide 
public opposition to its clear causes, understand these 
realities about Federal spending. 

I believe that all of us, the President and the Congress, 
have a clear duty to protect the national interest in general 
prosperity—and therefore to resist temptations to over- 
spend for desirable special programs, or te spend for par- 
tisan political advantage. 

I favor and have submitted to the Congress responsible 
and effective programs designed to cleanse the air, to 
purify the water, to develop and preserve rural America, 
to improve education, and for many other worthy pur- 
poses. No individual and no political party has a monop- 
oly on its concern for the people, individually and in 
groups. But I am required always to ask: 

What is best for all the people? What are the hard 
choices that must be made so that the general welfare is 
secured? Of what use is it for us to pass these measures, 
and more, if they are going to destroy the family budget 
by higher prices and more taxes? 

No matter what the political pressures, no matter how 
frequently I may be told that in an election year a Presi- 
dent cannot veto a spending measure, I will simply not 
let reckless spending of this kind destroy the tax reductions 
we have secured and the hard-won successes we have 
earned in the battle against inflation. I intend to continue 
to do my utmost to preserve the American family budget 
and to protect it from the ravages of higher taxes and 
inflation. 

The time for fiscal discipline has long since come. The 
threat demands bold and difficult decisions. Let the Con- 
gress make them now. 

RicHarp NIxon 
The White House 
July 26, 1972 


American Education Week, 1972 
Proclamation 4144. July 26,1972 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


Daniel Webster said: “On the diffusion of education 
among the people rest the preservation and perpetuation 
of our free institutions.” 

Webster was right. Not only will the quality of our 
young people’s future be determined by the quality of the 
education they receive, but a nation of free institutions 
depends for its greatness on the knowledge and under- 
standing of its people. Therefore, nothing matters more 
to the future of America than the strength, the vitality and 
the success of its educational system. 
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Throughout the Nation, citizens are engaged in a mas- 
sive effort to maintain and improve the quality of our 
education, and to ensure that it keeps ahead of the grow- 
ing challenges it faces in an ever more complex society. 
Our continued success as a Nation will depend in large 
measure on the readiness and capacity of our schools to 
meet their new tasks in new ways, while holding fast to 
the fundamental virtues of our democracy and the integ- 
rity of the learning process. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, RicHarp Nixon, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate the period 
of October 22 through October 28, 1972, as American 
Education Week. 

Education is the doorway to opportunity, and the 
theme of American Education Week, “Make Education 
Top Priority,” carries with it a commitment to provide 
equal educational opportunity for every individual in this 
Nation. I urge all citizens to help our schools honor this 
commitment. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this twenty-sixth day of July, in the year of our Lord nine- 
teen hundred seventy-two and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the one hundred ninety- 
seventh. 

RicHarp Nixon 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 9:12 a.m., 
July 27, 1972] 


Exemption From Mandatory 
Retirement 


Executive Order 11675. July 26,1972 


EXEMPTION OF JOHN S. PATTERSON FRomM MANDATORY 
RETIREMENT FOR AGE 


John S. Patterson, a member of the Subversive Activi- 
ties Control Board, will, during the month of July 1972, 
become subject to mandatory retirement for age under 
the provisions of section 8335 of title 5, United States 
Code, unless exempted therefrom by Executive order. 

In my judgment, the public interest requires that Mr. 
Patterson be exempted from such mandatory retirement. 

Now, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in 
me by subsection (c) of section 8335 of title 5, United 
States Code, I hereby exempt John S. Patterson from 
mandatory retirement for age until August 10, 1976. 


RicHArRD NIxon 
The White House 
July 26, 1972 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 9:12 a.m, 
July 27, 1972] 


NOTE: Executive Order 11675 was not issued in the form of a 
White House press release. 


Office of National Narcotics Intelligence 
Executive Order 11676. July 27,1972 


PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN OFFICE 
OF NaTIONAL Narcotics INTELLIGENCE WITHIN 
THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


This Administration is determined to eradicate the 
menace of drug abuse in America. Many steps have 
already been taken toward that end, including meas- 
ures tg restrict the flow of narcotics from abroad, to 
strengthen domestic law enforcement activities, to initi- 
ate programs for drug abuse prevention, education, treat- 
ment, and rehabilitation. I have now determined that 
a National Narcotics Intelligence System is a necessary 
next step in our campaign against illegal drug traffic, 
and that that system should be developed and main- 
tained by a new office of National Narcotics Intelligence 
within the Department of Justice. 

Now, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested 
in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, 
including section 5317 of Title 5 of the United States 
Code, as amended, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

SECTION 1. (a) The Attorney General of the United 
States shall provide for the establishment within the De- 
partment of Justice of an “Office of National Narcotics 
Intelligence.” This Office shall be headed by a Director. 

(b) The Director shall be responsible for the develop- 
ment and maintenance of a National Narcotics Intelli- 
gence System. In developing that system, the Director 
shall call upon other agencies of the Government to 
provide him with information, and such agencies shall, 
to the extent permitted by law, provide the Director with 
all information that is pertinent to the development and 
maintenance of a National Narcotics Intelligence System. 
The Director shall also call upon State and local agencies 
to provide him with such information. 

(c) The Director shall be authorized to provide nar- 
cotics intelligence to any Federal, State, or local official 
that the Director determines has a legitimate official 
need to have access to such intelligence. These functions 
shall be performed under the general supervision and 
direction of the Attorney General, and the Attorney Gen- 
eral shall delegate to the Director such authority as may 
be necessary to carry out the purposes of this order. 

Sec. 2. The Director shall cooperate with the Direc- 
tor of the Office of Drug Abuse Law Enforcement in order 
to assist him in ensuring that all steps permitted by law 
are being taken by Federal, State, and local governments 
and, to the extent feasible, by private persons and orga- 
nizations, to prevent drug abuse in the United States. 

Sec. 3. Section 1 of Executive Order No. 11248 of 
October 10, 1965, as amended, is further amended by 
deleting “(13) Chairman, Price Commission,” and by 
inserting in lieu thereof “(13) Director, Office of Na- 
tional Narcotics Intelligence.” 
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Sec. 4. Each department and agency of the Federal 
Government shall, upon request and to the extent per- 
mitted by law, assist the Director of the Office of National 
Narcotics Intelligence in the performance of functions 
assigned to him by or pursuant to this order, and the 
Director may, in carrying out those functions, utilize the 
services of any other agencies, Federal and State, as may 
be available and appropriate. 
RicHarp NIxon 

The White House 

July 27, 1972 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
July 27, 1972] 


12:06 p.m., 


noTE: The White House announced that the President was trans- 
mitting to the Congress a request for a supplemental appropriation 
of $135.2 million to deal with the problem of drug abuse, including 
funds for the Office of National Narcotics Intelligence. 


THE PRESIDENT’S 
NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
JULY 27, 1972 


THe Presipent. Now we will go forward with some 
questions if you like, please. 
BoMBING TARGETS IN NortH VIETNAM 

Q. Mr. President, you have said that it is against U.S. 
policy to bomb the dikes and dams in North Vietnam. 
Yesterday, the State Department acknowledged there 
had been incidental and inadvertent damage from the 
bombing nearby. 

My question is this: Is it worth the risk of possible 
flooding or of having world opinion turn against us to 
bomb military targets near the dikes and dams? 

Tue Preswent. I think your question perhaps could 
be better answered by my discussing the policy toward 
bombing of civilian installations in North Vietnam gen- 
erally, and then coming down to the specifics of your 
question, in giving the general answer. 

Some of you who were in Texas with me will recall 
that that question was raised at the Connally Ranch, and 
it was raised, actually, by an advocate of bombing dikes 
as to why we did not bomb dikes. And I said it had not 
been U.S. policy even before the bombing halt of 1968 
to bomb the dikes, that it was not our policy now, that it 
would not be in the future, because it is the policy of the 
United States in all of its activities against North Vietnam 
to direct its attacks against military targets only. 

That was the policy in the sixties and it is now the 
policy since we have had to resume the bombing for the 
purposes that I mentioned in my speech of May 8. 

Now with regard to the situation on the dikes, let us 
understand what we are confronted with here. This is 
approximately a 2,700-mile chain of installations, in- 
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cluding perhaps a half-dozen major dams which are the 
heart of the system, and then peripheral areas getting 
down to mounds, which have, of course, the purpose of 
controlling the floodwaters in that particular area. 

If it were the policy of the United States to bomb the 
dikes, we could take them out, the significant part of them 
out, in a week. We don’t do so for the reasons that I 
have mentioned, because we are trying to avoid civilian 
casualties, not cause them. 

Now, with regard to the reports, reports that have 
come from Hanoi that there had been some damage to 
some parts of the dike system, I think it is important to 
note two things: One, there has been no report of any 
flooding; second, there has been no report of any strikes 
on the major dike areas, 

What I am referring to is the big dams which are the 
heart of the system. There have been reports of inciden- 
tal damage to some of the peripheral installations in this 
2,700-mile system which covers the country of North 
Vietnam. 

Now, under these circumstances, I think that it is well 
to keep in context first what our policy is, and second, 
what its effect has been. Our policy is not to bomb civilian 
installations and second, our restraint, it seems to me, 
rather than being subject to criticisms, should be subject 
to objective analysis and, it seems to me, a considerable 
amount of support. 

As far as this matter is concerned, I think, too, it is 
time to strip away the double standard. I noted with inter- 
est that the Secretary General of the U.N., just like his 
predecessor, seized upon this enemy-inspired propaganda, 
which has taken in many well-intentioned and naive peo- 
ple, to attack what he called the American bombing of 
civilian installations and risking civilian lives, and yet not 
raising one word against deliberate bombing of civilian 
installations in South Vietnam. 

Now just so the record will be kept straight—and it 
should be stated at this point—all of you ladies and gen- 
tlemen, of course, are aware of it, and you have printed it, 
and perhaps you will see fit to again in this context: 

I just got a cable from Ambassador Bunker. I had asked 
him what had happened to civilians in the new offensive. 
You recall in my speech of May 8, I said that 20,000 
civilian casualtics, including women and children, had 
resulted because of the deliberate shelling of the cities 
and the slaughtering of refugees indiscriminately by the 
North Vietnamese. 

The number is now 45,000, including women and chil- 
dren, of which 15,000 are dead. 

I asked him for the number of refugees. It is higher 
than I had thought. There have been 860,000 made 
homeless by the North Vietnamese invasion of South 
Vietnam, this newest invasion to date; 600,000 of them 
are still in refugee camps, away from their homes. 

Looking back over the period of this very difficult war, 
we find that since 1965 there have been 600,000 civilian 
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casualties in South Vietnam as a result of deliberate pol- 
icy of the North Vietnamese Communists, not accidental, 
but deliberate. 

And in North Vietnam, in the period from 1954 to 
1956, in their so-called land reform program, a minimum 
of 50,000 were murdered, assassinated, and according to 
the Catholic Bishop of Danang, whom I talked to when I 
was there in 1956 in South Vietnam, in addition to the 
800,000 refugees who came south, there were at least 
a half million who died in slave labor camps in North 
Vietnam. 

Now, I do not relate this series of incidents for the 
purpose of saying, because they did something bad, we 
can do something bad. 

What I am simply saying is, let’s not have a hypocritical 
double standard. The United States has been restrained— 
greater restraint than any great power has ever shown in 
handling this war. We will continue to be restrained. 
We have to do what is necessary against military targets 
in order to accomplish the objectives that I have de- 
scribed in my goal, in my speech of May 8. 

But on the other hand, as far as this particular matter 
is concerned, I can only say that if damage did occur 
that we are making every possible effort to see that it 
will not occur again, which gets to your question. Military 
commanders, aircraft commanders and so forth, in terms 
of where military targets are, are instructed to avoid 
civilian damage where they can. 

That is why some targets in the heart of Hanoi, for 
example, major power installations, fuel installations, in 
the heart of Hanoi have not been hit, because I have not 
wanted to have civilian casualties if we could possibly 
avoid it. 

I will simply close by saying that this is a major propa- 
ganda campaign; it is one that does concern us. But let 
us keep the record straight. In the event that the United 
States followed the course of action recommended by 
some of those who have voted for the so-called End the 
War Resolution in the Senate of the United States, it 
would mean that there would be visited upon South 
Vietnam the same atrocities that were visited upon North 
Vietnam, with perhaps at least a million marked for 
assassination because they had fought against the North 
Vietnamese attempt to conquer South Vietnam. 

I will add one other thing. As far as the negotiations 
are concerned, we are negotiating. We have negotiated 
in public. We have had one private conference a week 
ago, lasting approximately 6 hours. We hope to continue 
to negotiate. 

We have made fair offers on withdrawal, on cease- 
fire, on political settlement. We have not made them on 
a take-it-or-leave-it basis. 

We made fair offers on exchange of prisoners of war 
and accounting for missing in action every place in South- 
east Asia. 

But having done this, there is one thing that we have 
not offered and this is the one hangup in the settlement 





today. That is the demand of the enemy indirectly or 
directly to do what they cannot accomplish themselves, 
impose a Communist government in South Vietnam. That 
would be the height of immorality to impose on the 
17 million people of South Vietnam a Communist gov- 
ernment with the bloodbath that would follow. 


PoLiTICAL SETTLEMENT IN VIETNAM 


Q. Mr. President, you mentioned a political settle- 
ment. What do you foresee as a possibility without neces- 
sarily elections—do you see the two factions in South 
Vietnam coming together in some kind of an agreement 
without an election as one possible solution in the Paris 
talks? 

THE PresmweNt. That is a very perceptive question, 
but it is one that I think any of you here would agree 
that I should not comment upon for the reason that nego- 
tiations are now underway. I have read these long nego- 
tiating sessions—the public ones, of course, and even 
more important, the private ones—in great detail. At 
a time that matters are being discussed, it is not well 
for me to state anything with regard to what has happened 
in the negotiations. 

I will only say that we are negotiating with the desire 
of ending this war as soon as possible. The fastest way 
to end the war and the best way to end it is through nego- 
tiation. We would hope that public figures in their com- 
ments will not do anything to undercut the negotiations, 
that Congress, in its actions, will not in effect give a 
message to the enemy, “Don’t negotiate with the present 
Administration; wait for us; we will give you what you 
want, South Vietnam.” 


SAM Sires on DIKEs AND Dams 


Q. Mr. President, to follow up the first question, if 
I may, there had been reports that SAM sites have been 
put on top of some of those dikes or dams. Does your 
policy rule out the bombing of that particular area where 
there are SAM sites? 

THE PreswwENT. I have seen those reports, Mr. Lisagor. 
As you know, the Secretary of Defense has made some 
indirect comment about it. The situation there is one 
that we would lean against the taking out of SAM sites 
on targets that would result in civilian casualties of a 
substantial amount. 

However, I have not seen in recent days any reports 
indicating that any such SAM sites have been hit and 
in view of the present debate, I think we are going to 
be very careful with regard to hitting them. We would 
do so only if we had to do so in order to protect American 
fliers who otherwise would be hit down by the SAM’s. 


CanpiwaTes’ HEALTH History 

Q. Mr. President, do you think that anyone with a 
history of mental illness should run for high office? 

Tue Presipent. Well, Miss Thomas, the question 

that you ask, of course, is related to some of the conjec- 

ture with regard to the ticket on the other side. Mr. 
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Ziegler has correctly reported to all of you ladies and 
gentlemen of the press that I have given the strictest in- 
structions that there are to be no comments directly, or, 
in the case of your question, indirectly, on this subject. 
This is a personal matter. 

The question of the selection of a Vice Presidential 
candidate is one which is a matter for the Presidential 
candidate to decide, with, of course, the advice and 
consent of his convention. I am not going to interject 
myself in that problem except to say that since it is a 
personal matter, it does give me an opportunity to say 
that not now on this matter, nor in this campaign in the 
future, are we going to campaign on personalities or on 
party labels. 

The issues that divide the opposite side and this Admin- 
istration are so wide—in fact, it is the clearest choice in 
this century—that we must campaign on issues. There 
is an honest difference of opinion on foreign policy, 
an honest difference of opinion on domestic policy, and 
an honest difference of opinion on most major defense 
issues. 

Under these circumstances, this is a campaign which 
I think should be waged—I would think all would, but 
this one particularly should be waged—on the issues so 
that the American people can make their choice between 
two, the present President and the challenger, who 
honestly so basically disagree on fundamental ends and 
goals for the American people. 


Critics or U.S. Bomsinc Poticy 


Q. Mr. President, are we to understand perhaps that 
now that “Stop Bombing the Dikes” has been made a 
political slogan this year, that perhaps those who have 
gotten behind it have not thoroughly checked the back- 
ground of those accusations? 

Tue Preswent. I did not use the word “naive” un- 
intentionally. The North Vietnamese are very skillful at 
propaganda. They have, of course, brought those who 
have been invited into the country to the areas where 
they have found bomb damage. They have not gone to 
any great pains to fill those holes, which they would nat- 
urally want to do before the possibility of rain and flood 
again comes to the North. 

In my view, this is a deliberate attempt on the part 
of the North Vietnamese to create an extraneous issue, 
to divert attention from one of the most barbaric inva- 
sions in history, compounded by a violation of all con- 
cepts of international law in handling the prisoners of 
war. For them, with their policy of deliberate murder, 
and assassination, and otherwise attacks on civilians for 
the purpose of killing civilians, for them to try to seize 
on this and divert attention from them, first, to me it is a 
patent propaganda effort, and it is one that I think needs 
to be answered. 


We have to, of course, be responsible for what we do. 
But it is time that in this terribly difficult war some Amer- 
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icans, or that most of us, should perhaps realize that when 
we talk about morality, that it is never an easy question. 

If I can digress for a moment, then I will come to your 
follow-up question on the other matter. I remember one 
of the first conversations I had with President Eisenhower 
about war. We were riding back from Quantico. You 
may remember it. Charlie Wilson used to have those 
meetings in Quantico of the Defense Establishment peo- 
ple. He asked me to ride back with him. It was very early 
in the Administration, in the first year. 

He was talking a little about the decisions he had to 
make in World War II. One of the questions I raised 
with him was: Here, on our part, the deliberate bombing 
of German cities, the tragedy of Dresden, of Essen, of 
Hamburg, not to mention Berlin. General Eisenhower 
said that was a terribly difficult decision for us, the stra- 
tegic bombing of civilians in Germany. But he said, “On 
the moral question, we had to answer to ourselves this 
fundamental problem.” He said, “The height of im- 
morality would be to allow Hitler to rule Europe.” 

Now, in our case we have not gone that far. We are not 
going to bomb civilian targets in the North. We are not 
using the great power that could finish off North Vietnam 
in an afternoon, and we will not. But it would be the 
height of immorality for the United States at this point 
to leave Vietnam, and in leaving, to turn over to the North 
Vietnamese the fate of 17 million South Vietnamese who 
do not want a Communist government, to turn it over 
to them. 

That is what this is about. That is the only issue that 
is left. Those who say “End the war” really should name 
their resolution “Prolong the war.” They should name it 
“Prolong the war” not because they deliberately want to. 
They want to end the war just as I do, but we have to 
face this fact: We have only one President at a time, 
as I said in 1968. At that time, as you may recall, I was 
pressed quite often by you ladies and gentlemen, “What 
do you think we ought to do about negotiations?” I didn’t 
think there was much chance for successful negotiations 
then. 

But I said, I thought quite correctly, we have only one 
President, and I didn’t want to destroy any chance he 
might have to end this war. At this point, the chance for 
a negotiated settlement is better now than it has ever been. 
Oh, it is not sure, and I am not going to raise any false 
hopes, but the enemy is failing in its military offensive, 
although there is still some hard fighting to take place in 
the Quangtri-Hué area, but the enemy also is, of course, 
suffering the consequences of our mining action and cut- 
ting the roads and the other systems that would bring 
in supplies to North Vietnam. 

Under these circumstances, the enemy—because also 
we have made a very fair offer—has every incentive to 
negotiate. But when you put yourself in the position of 
the enemy, and then they hear that the Congress of the 
United States says, in effect, “We will give you what you 
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want regardless of what the President has offered,” why 
not wait? This is the problem, and I would hope that as 
Senators and Congressmen consult their consciences, they 
would realize that we have just 3 months left before the 
election. In those 3 months we hope to do everything we 
can to bring this war to an end, and they should take no 
action which would jeopardize those negotiations. I can 
only say that the resolutions to this point cannot help. 
They can only confuse the enemy, at best; and at the 
worst, they will prolong the war. 


SELECTION OF VICE PRESIDENTIAL NOMINEES 


Q. The Vice Presidential nominee often is chosen 
under great pressure. This means often that the Vice 
President eventually is under great pressure of time and 
circumstance. Sometimes this turns out all right and 
sometimes it doesn’t. Do you think that that method 
could be improved? 

Tue PrEsIpENT. I was a Vice President once, too. 
[Laughter] 

I will answer. I can only give my own experience and 
I know that this was the experience of President Eisen- 
hower. When an individual feels that he is quite, shall 
we say, has a better than even chance or an even chance 
to be President, he does a lot of thinking about who 
should be the Vice Presidential candidate, both because 
of his potentialities as a candidate and in terms of could 
he fill the office of Vice President, and in the case of an 
accident to the President, the President. 

I can assure you that naturally I went through that 
process in making my own decision and I would think that 
any candidate would do that. I don’t think it is quite as, 
shall we say, off the top of your head as you would indicate, 
because most of us, when we are seeking the Presidency, 
long before the convention, have a pretty good idea as to 
whether we have a good shot at it and we do a lot of 
thinking about the Vice Presidential nomination. 


CANDIDATES’ FINANCIAL AND MeEpiIcat RECORDS 

Q. Mr. President, given the continuing demand for 
revealing the financial backgrounds of candidates and 
officeholders, what is your reaction to the suggestion that 
medical records of candidates and officeholders be re- 
vealed and, as a corollary to that, which you will under- 
stand, have you ever felt yourself in more danger of being 
overconfident? [Laughter] 


Tue Present. Is that something to do with medical 
records? 


Q. There is a bridge, but it is not direct. 

THE Present. Well, let me say that for me to answer 
that question is really so self-serving that I hesitate to do so. 
My medical records, of course, like my financial records, 
are now already on the books, open to the press. 

You will recall in 1968, the question was raised about 
my medical history and Mr. Ziegler, at that time, put out 
the medical history, including the examinations, some of 
the examinations, what the yearly examinations that we all 


have were, going back to the time that I came to Wash- 
ington in 1946. 

So, as far as my financial records are concerned, they 
also have been made public and then every year my 
medical record is made public by Dr. Tkach in briefings 
which seem to create some interest among the press. 
I don’t know why. 

I would also suggest that in my case, too, it was 
somewhat of a self-serving record, because Tkach was’ 
pointing out to me a few days ago that according to his 
computation, and I will not vouch for these figures, that 
probahly I have set a record, I have been in this office now 
31% years and have never missed an appointment because 
of health. 

Considering what I have been through, I mean some 
fairly stern crises I would say and rather extensive travel, 
I don’t think anybody would question the state of my 
health. 

I think that in answer to your question, that that is 
a matter that will inevitably be a subject that will be 
raised and in which the candidates will have, each of 
them, to make his own determination. I made mine. I 
don’t suggest that others should do likewise. 

Now as far as overconfident—about what, my health? 


ELECTION PREDICTIONS 


Q. No, sir, in terms of the circumstances and the situ- 
ation, given your position today as an incumbent Pres- 
ident running for reelection, you are the favorite. Events 
in the past 2 or 3 weeks, let alone the last 2 or 3 days, 
have enhanced that. That is what I was talking about. 

THE Present. Well, I recall historically an incident, 
and you were covering us at that time. We both go back 
25 years I remember. I recall in 1952 when another 
Vice Presidential candidate was urged to get off the ticket 
and there were many who thought that the fact that he 
was urged to get off it, whether he stayed on or got off, 
that it was going to sink the Presidential candidate. It 
did not. 

So, I would say that that incident certainly would not 
enter into my predictions at this time. As far as making 
a prediction is concerned, I will give it more thought and 
will be glad to respond to it when I have what I call a 
political press conference, which I will have immediately 
after the Republican Convention at the Western White 
House in San Clemente. 

As far as what the situation is now, though, looking at 
the fact that the Democratic Party has a much higher 
registration than the Republican Party, looking at the vol- 
atile mix of the American voting public, it is my belief— 
and I have told all of my associates this—that regardless 
of what the polls show, whether we are ahead or behind, 
this will be a close, hard-fought election right down to 
the wire. 


People who make predictions now could look very, very 
bad later. We are going to assume throughout this elec- 
tion that we have a very hard fight on our hands. We think 




















that it is a good thing that it is going to be a fight on the 
issues, a good hard clean fight on the issues before the 
American people. We think it will be close and we hope 
to win. 

Tue Mippie East 

Q. What impact on American policy in the Middle 
East is the withdrawal of Soviet personnel from Egypt 
likely to have? 

The Present. This question I noticed has been re- 
flected on by some lower level officials in the Government, 
but not—because Secretary Rogers and I have talked 
about this matter and Dr. Kissinger and I—not by us. 
For this reason: Our goal, as you know, is a just settle- 
ment in the Middle East. The situation there is still one 
that is not clear and any comment upon it, first, might 
possibly be erroneous, and second, could very well be 
harmful to our goal of a just settlement. 

So I am not trying to dodge your question, but I just do 
not think it would be helpful to our goal of a just settlement 
in the Middle East. It might exacerbate the problem by 
trying to evaluate what happened between Sadat and the 
Soviet leaders. 


REPUBLICAN VICE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 

Q. Mr. President, on the subject of the Vice President, 
of your selection of Mr. Agnew, could you tell us if you 
considered anybody else for the job and who they were? 

The Preswent. No. My thoughts with regard to Vice 
President Agnew were expressed at rather great length 
in this very room in an interview with one of the other 
networks. I think it was CBS. 

On that occasion, I expressed my confidence in the 
Vice President. I won’t go over those matters that I cov- 
ered at considerable length then now, except to say that 
I reaffirm that confidence as expressed then. 

Under the circumstances, I believe that the choice I 
made 4 years ago is one that should now be reaffirmed by 
asking him to run for the office again. 

Now, there has been speculation, I would hasten to say, 
about other people for the Vice Presidency. That is in- 
evitable. The Vice President could get sick or the Vice 
President might decide not to run, all of these things. 
I don’t think he is going to get sick. He is also in excellent 
health, better than I. He plays tennis. But, in any event, 
there has been a lot of speculation. Secretary Connally’s 
name comes to mind. 

I should point out that a really great injustice was done 
to Secretary Connally in the suggestion, I think, on one 
of the news reports to the effect that I gave Secretary 
Connally the “bad news” that he was not going to be the 
Vice Presidential candidate when I saw him Friday 
night. 

This was not bad news to him. As a matter of fact, it 
was not news at all. He and I had discussed this problem 
when he came to California after his world trip. At that 
time, I discussed the Vice Presidency. After all, not only 


from the standpoint of ability to hold the office of Vice 
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President but from the standpoint of ability to win the 
election, Secretary Connally, whose political judgment 
I respect very much, strongly urged that Vice President 
Agnew be continued on the ticket. 


Tue Miirary AND Bomsinc Poticy 

Q. Mr. President, on the bombing of the dikes and 
dams, would you say that you have been resisting pressure 
from the military to bomb such installations? 

THE PresIvENT. No. The pressure does not come from 
the military. I have talked this over with Admiral Moorer 
and naturally General Abrams. As a matter of fact, let me 
just say one thing about our military, because somebody 
ought to speak up for it now and then. 

We get the idea they are a bunch of savage fly-boys and 
they love to get down and machine gun innocent little 
civilians and all the rest. 

We can be very proud of our military, not only the men 
that are flying, they are brave and courageous, but the 
men on the ground. We can be very proud of the Ma- 
rines, all of them have gone now, for what they have 
done—the Marines, the Army, the ground soldiers—for 
the civilians and refugees there. It is a story of generosity 
in a country that has never been equaled by American 
fighting men or anybody else. 

As far as our military commanders are concerned, 
while they do give me their judgment as to what will 
affect the military outcome in Vietnam, they have never 
recommended, for example, bombing Hanoi. You have 
seen some of those signs “Bomb Hanoi,” in fact, they 
were around in ’68 even, a few, as well as ’64. 

Our military don’t want to do that. They believe it 
would be counterproductive, and second, they believe it 
is not necessary. It might shorten the war, but it would 
leave a legacy of hatred throughout that part of the 
world from which we might never recover. So our mili- 
tary have not advocated bombing the dikes; they have 
not advocated bombing civilian centers. They are doing 
their best to carry out the policy we want of hitting mili- 
tary targets only. 

When, as a result of what will often happen, a bomb 
is dropped, if it is in an area of injury to civilians, it is 
not by intent, and there is a very great difference. 

Tue Vice PRESIDENT AND Po.icy Decisions 

Q. Sir, a similar question was asked another President 
in your experience. Would you please tell us what policy 
decisions Vice President Agnew has contributed to in 
your Administration? 

Tue Present. Well, I only need a couple of min- 
utes. [Laughter] 

Miss McClendon, as a matter of fact, one of the con- 
siderations that motivates a President when he selects 
a Vice President for running again is: How does he han- 
dle himself with the tough decisions? Now, the Vice Pres- 
ident does not make decisions. I learned that, and Vice 

President Agnew knows that. Decisions with regard to 








his schedule, yes; advice, et cetera; but not decisions. 
The President only makes them. 

But in the Cabinet Room, and sometimes in this office, 
we have had some pretty hard ones—the May 8 deci- 
sion was a very tough decision, the Cambodian decision 
was not easy, the November 3d decision, the speech that 
I made on that occasion; the decision with regard to the 
SALT agreements, which involved a fight between the 
hawks and doves, was not an easy one. 

I don’t mean to indicate that Vice President Agnew 
just sat there as a yes man. He is very outspoken—very 
quiet but very outspoken—and articulate. But what has 
impressed me about him in those meetings is that he is a 
man of poise, calm, and judgment. When it gets down to 
the final tough decision, he, from my evaluation, is always 
cool and poised, and is one who therefore could be ex- 
pected to make decisions in the future in a calm, cool, 
judicial way. 

Now, that does not mean that all of his decisions 
will be good because calm, cool, judicial men make bad 
decisions just as emotional men sometimes make good 
decisions, but my point is that in his case, in all of the 
mini-crises and major crises we have had in the Admin- 
istration, he has been strong, courageous, and loyal. Those 
are attributes that are interesting to come by. 

Let me say one other thing since you are talking about 
the Vice Presidency. I think we who have been Vice 
Presidents ought to form a little club. It is the most ma- 
ligned office, you know. The reason is that we tend not to 
look at the records of Vice Presidents who have become 
President. Now that did not happen to me so this is not 
a self-serving statement in this case. I mean, became Pres- 
ident as a result of being Vice President. 

But look at this century: two striking examples. 
Around the turn of the century, Theodore Roosevelt— 
and some of you remember Mark Hanna, a great Mc- 
Kinley man. McKinley was in marvelous health and he 
was shot. Theodore Roosevelt came in to the Presidency 
and Mark Hanna, who did not care much for Theodore 
Roosevelt, said, ““Now we have this fanatic in the White 
House” and yet Theodore Roosevelt became a great 
President. 

Perhaps that is not the best analogy because Theodore 
Roosevelt added, they thought, a great deal to the ticket. 

Let’s look at Harry Truman a moment—and I must 
say I was in the group at that time, being in the other 

party—but here is Harry Truman succeeding the tower- 
ing figure of his time, Franklin Roosevelt. I remember 
the editorials: “Harry Truman, the man from Independ- 
ence”—the very question somebody asked here a few 
moments ago, “Shouldn’t we have a better method of 
selecting Vice Presidents?” They said, “How in the world? 
Now we have this little man from Missouri in the Presi- 
dency.” Well let me say, you all know that Harry Truman 
and I have had our differences. You will also remember 
that on public occasions I have praised him for three very 
tough decisions he made. 
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I was reading Winston Churchill the other night, his 
first meeting with Truman at Potsdam when Truman took 
him over in a corner and told him about the bomb, 
the use of the bomb. This was a terribly difficult de- 
cision. But he thought, probably correctly—and President 
Eisenhower agreed with this—that it would save a million 
American lives, as probably it did, and that is why he used 
the bomb in ending the war with Japan. 

The second decision, which I had the opportunity to 
support, was the Greek-Turkish aid program. That was 
a tough one. It split his party. It split it into the Henry 
Wallace wing and his wing. Byrnes and Wallace, remem- 
ber, had their fight. But it was a good decision and I 
supported it in the Congress of the United States. 

Incidentally, [ still support aid to Greece and Turkey. 
It is just as necessary today as it was then, for most of the 
same reasons, now particularly added because of the fact 
that without aid to Greece and aid to Turkey you have no 
viable policy to save Israel. 

Finally, there, of course, were decisions that Mr. Tru- 
man made on the Korean War. I criticized the conduct of 
the war as did many of us who were out. But his decision 
to go into Korea was right, it was necessary, it was tough. 

Just before Dean Acheson died he was in this office. 
We talked about how Truman had made that decision. I 
have talked too long on that; what I am simply saying is 
this: Here was the little man from Missouri. He was the 
Vice President. People said, “Gee, why didn’t Roosevelt 
pick so many others of the towering figures from his 
Cabinet or the Senate, or the rest, rather than the little 
man from Missouri?” 

But the little man from Missouri had that indefinable 
quality, as did the big man from New York, Theodore 
Roosevelt, a character, that made him a man capable of 
making tough decisions and that is the most important 
thing a Vice President needs. 

Reporter: Thank you. 

NOTE: President Nixon’s twenty-sixth news conference was held at 


3:02 p.m. on Thursday, July 27, 1972, in his Oval Office at the 
White House. 


Senator Allen J. Ellender 


Statement by the President on the Death of the 
Senator From Louisiana. July 27, 1972 


Senator Ellender was a good friend, a fine Senator, 
and a splendid American. His elevation to the Chair- 
manship of the Appropriations Committee and the Pres 
idency Pro Tem of the Senate capped a long and dis- 
tinguished career. In the course of his 35 years of service 
in the Senate, he left a deep imprint on the legislative 
history of this century—and he proved himself a repre- 
sentative not only of Louisiana but of the Nation, deter- 
mined to do what he considered was right for America. 
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I often had the benefit of his counsel, and I valued 
the opportunity to talk with him before my recent visit to 
the Soviet Union about his own travels in that country. 
Mrs. Nixon joins with me and with his many other 
official and unofficial friends in expressing our profound 
sorrow at his death and our sympathy to his family. 


Federal Farm Crop Insurance Bill 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing S. 1139 
Into Law. July 28, 1972 


I just want to say to the Future Farmers of America— 
and this is your meeting—that on several occasions dur- 
ing the time I have been in office over the past 3 years, 
I have welcomed delegations from the Future Farmers at 
the White House, usually your leaders, either in my Oval 
Office or in the Cabinet Room. This is a larger group. I 
did meet one of the larger groups, a group about this 
size, I think it was in 1971. 

Each time I have had the occasion to extend greetings 
to you and say the things that we usually say to young 
Americans and particularly to young Americans who are 
leaders, as you are, in your communities across this coun- 
try. But today, I told my staff that I thought we ought to 
try to do something different. 

Now, when you ask for something different, of course, 
you just can’t make it up, but we found there was some- 
thing that could be done today that was very significant, 
very significant that tied in directly to the Future Farmers 
of America, and this brings me to the occasion that 
you will now witness, an occasion of some historical 
importance, but an occasion which is very important to 
you and your future. 

Generally, when bills are signed, they are signed by the 
President in his office. Often, however, a bill is considered 
to be so important to the national interest that it is signed 
in public before the television cameras and the news- 
papermen and.the others, with Members of the House 
and the Senate who have been instrumental in getting the 
legislation through, in this case, of course, Senator Dole 
and Congressman Mathias and Congressman Poage, who 
is the Chairman of the Agriculture Committee in the 
House of Representatives. 

Now the Federal Crop Insurance Act is one that would 
not normally be a bill that would be signed in the presence 
of television cameras, because it is one that has almost 
unanimous support in the House and the Senate. It is a 
very important piece of legislation, but not being contro- 
versial, it isn’t one that really makes news. But this year 
something different happened and that brings me to you. 

When this bill was up for consideration on the floor of 
the Senate, Senator Dole, reflecting on a letter he had 
received from one of his constituents, told this story. 
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An application had been made for federal crop insur- 
ance by a Kansas farmer. The Kansas farmer completely 
complied with every requirement of the law. He was a 
good risk, he was entitled to the insurance, but he was 
turned down. He was turned down for only one reason. 
He was only 19 years of age. 

And Senator Dole pointed out that this was unfair, 
that if an individual completely complied with all the 
requirements to get crop insurance he should not be 
turned down simply because of his age and particularly 
in view of the fact that we had had the historic action 
taken last year of reducing the voting age to 18. 

So, Senator Dole, responding to the letter he had re- 
ceived from Gary Atkinson, now standing on my right— 
and his fiancée is on the right of Senator Dole, who is 
separating the two at the moment—but in any event, 
Senator Dole introduced an amendment in the Senate 
and that amendment was passed. 

As a result of that amendment being passed, it is now 
in this bill that I am going to sign. 

Now that story, it seems to me, tells us three things 
that are very important to you and important to the 
country. First, it shows you that your Government is re- 
sponsive. It doesn’t mean that every time you write a 
Senator or Congressman you are going to get what you 
want, but it does mean if you have a good case, you write 
to your Senator or your Congressman and he can get it 
into law. It happened. Gary Atkinson knows and all of 
you know, being below 21 years of age, that now if you 
are farmers that you and other young people in the future 
can apply for crop insurance. 

The second thing it tells us is that there is really a fu- 
ture, a great future for young people in farming. I had 
not realized, except for meeting with groups like this, how 
important that future was. But I can certainly say that 
having met you, having realized that here was a young 
farmer who could apply for and receive crop insurance, 
that this indicates that that future is indeed a bright one. 

When we hear that only the old people are in farm- 
ing, that no young people are coming in, all they have to 
do is look at this group of young people and you know 
that farming has a future in America. 

The point, of course, is that this shows, finally, that your 
Government has faith in young people. We believe you 
are a good risk. We believe you can help to build a better 
America—not just a better farming community, but a 
better America for all of us. 

That is what this signing ceremony is going to indicate 
and that is why in this very historic room, the State Dining 
Room of the White House, we are glad to welcome 
you, representing the leadership of the Future Farmers 
of America, because on this day, by the action that we 
take, we are demonstrating your Government is respon- 
sive, we are demonstrating your Government has confi- 
dence and faith in young Americans, and we are demon- 
strating that farming has a future, a great future. 
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It is in that spirit that I now will sign the bill and after 
signing it, I will give the two signing pens, one to Senator 
Dole and the other to Gary Atkinson, but since there are 
so many here, and also several other distinguished Mem- 
bers of the Congress, I found that we just have enough 
pens to go around to every one of you when I finish the 
signing. 

[At this point, the President signed the act. He then turned to Gary 
Atkinson and his fiancée, Dianne Ryff.] 

Is there a minister in the house? I just thought you 
might as well get married now. 

Well in any event. we congratulate you in advance and 
we want all of you to know you are always welcome in 
this house, because this house belongs to all the American 
people and particularly to the young people of America, 
because in this house is your future. 

Thank you. 

Note: The President spoke at 12:14 p.m. in the State Dining Room 
at the White House. As enacted, the bill (S. 1139) is Public Law 
92-357, approved July 28, 1972. 

The White House also released the following information on 
S. 1139: 

The President today signed S. 1139 which permits persons be- 
tween the ages of 18 and 21 to obtain coverage under the Federal 
Crop Insurance Act, and establishes a uniform age eligibility for all 
States. In addition, the bill requires that such minors be bona fide 
insurable interest sharecroppers and makes them subject to the same 
legal liability and gives them the same legal rights with respect to 
such contract as any person age 21 or over. 

The Federal Farm Crop Insurance program, which started in 
1938, today insures nearly a third of a million farmers in more than 
1,400 counties in 39 States. These farmers carry nearly $1 billion in 
crop insurance protection on 25 separate crops. The insurance is 


designed to return approximately the farmer’s production costs in 
the évent of serious damage or crop failure. 


The new law will bring in young policy holders and might in- 
crease by 5 percent or more both the number of policy holders and 
premiums. On this basis, the new law would add approximately 
15,000 new young policy holders carrying $45 million in additional 
FCIC liability and paying a total of about $22 million in premiums 
for this protection. 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 
included since they appear in the list of nominations 
submitted to the Senate, below. 

July 23 

Prime Minister Kakuei Tanaka of Japan has accepted 
the invitation of President Nixon to meet in Hawaii on 
August 31-September 1 for an exchange of views on 
relations between the two countries. The President will 
be accompanied by Secretary of State William P. Rogers 


and his Assistant for National Security Affairs, Dr. Henry 
A. Kissinger. 
July 24 

Officials responsible for the domestic law enforcement 
aspects of the President’s drug abuse prevention program 
met with the President at the White House to report on 
their activities during fiscal 1972. 

The President today designated Gerard D. Reilly as 
Chief Judge of the District of Columbia Court of Appeals 
for a term of 4 years. 

Jul’y 25 

The President met at the White House with repre- 
sentatives of the United States Conference of Mayors, 
the National League of Cities, the National Association 
of Counties, and the National Legislative Conference to 
discuss revenue sharing. Present at the meeting were 
Mayors Louie Welch of Houston, Sam Massell of Atlanta, 
Moon Landrieu of New Orleans, Roman Gribbs of De- 
troit, Frank Burke of Louisville, Harry Haskell of Wil- 
mington, Henry Maier of Milwaukee, John Driggs of 
Phoenix, Joseph Alioto of San Francisco, Wesley Uhlman 
of Seattle, Lee Alexander of Syracuse, Roy Martin of Nor- 
folk, William Schaefer of Baltimore, Norman Mineta of 
San Jose, E. J. Garn of Salt Lake City, and Richard 
Hatcher of Gary; Gladys Spellman of Prince Georges 
County, Md., and State Representative John Conolly 
of Illinois. 

The President has accepted with regret the resigna- 
tion of James J. Needham as a member of the Securities 
and Exchange Commission, effective July 14, 1972. 
July 26 

The President today announced the appointment of 
William S. Gilbert of Seattle, Wash., to be a member on 
the part of the United States on the International Pacific 
Halibut Commission. He replaces Haakon M. Selvar, who 
has resigned. 

Entertainer Johnny Cash, who was in Washington to 
testify before a Senate subcommittee on prison conditions, 
met with the President at the White House. Senator Wil- 
liam E. Brock 3d of Tennessee joined in the meeting. 


July 27 
The President today accepted the resignation of Joseph 


Palmer 2nd as Ambassador to the Libyan Arab Republic, 
effective on a date to be determined. 
July 28 

Representatives Car] Albert, Hale Boggs, and Gerald 
R. Ford met with the President at the White House to 
discuss the report by Representatives Boggs and Ford on 
their recent trip to the People’s Republic of China. 

Brazilian Finance Minister Antonio Delfim Netto met 
with the President at the White House to deliver a letter 
from President Médici. He was accompanied by Brazilian 
Ambassador Joao Augusto de Araujo Castro. 

Mayor Jack D. Maltester of San Leandro, Calif., and 
John Gunther, Executive Director, United States Con- 
ference of Mayors, called on the President to present a 
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medallion commemorating San Leandro’s 200th anni- 
versary. 

David J. Mahoney, Chairman of the American Revo- 
lution Bicentennial Commission, met with the President 
to present a status report on the Commission’s plans. 

The President today announced the appointment of 
nine persons as representatives of the United States to 
participate in the United Nations Program for the Pre- 
vention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders 
as national correspondents for terms expiring Decem- 
ber 31, 1975. They are Norman A. Carlson of Springfield, 
Va., Robert J. Gemignani of Falls Church, Va., Edward 
J. Kiernan of Congers, N.Y., Dr. Peter P. Lejins of Col- 
lege Park., Md., John T. Maye of Bronx, N.Y., Herman 
G. Moeller of Greenville, N.C., Milton G. Rector of 
River Edge, N.J., Dr. E. Preston Sharp of Silver Spring, 
Md., and Richard W. Velde of Arlington, Va. 

The President today accepted the resignation of John 
C. Whitwell of Princeton, N.J., as a member of the 
Committee on the Health Services Industry, effective 


June 30, 1972. 
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The President today transmitted to the Senate for ad- 
vice and consent to ratification the Agreement Between 
the Government of the United States of America and the 
Government of the Federative Republic of Brazil Con- 
cerning Shrimp. 

The President attended a ceremony in the Cabinet 
Room for the signing of a Record of Discussions relating 
to the U.S.-U.S.S.R. Joint Commission on Scientific 
and Technical Cooperation. The document was signed 
by Dr. Edward E. David, Jr., Science Adviser to the 
President, who headed the U.S. delegation to the dis- 
cussions in Moscow July 2-8. Soviet Ambassador Anatoly 
F. Dobrynin also attended the ceremony. The document 
was signed simultaneously in Moscow. 

Sir Burke Trend, Secretary of the Cabinet of the United 
Kingdom, and the Earl of Cromer, British Ambassador 
to the United States, called on the President at the White 
House. 

On behalf of the President, Vice President Agnew 
greeted members of Girls Nation in the Rose Garden at 
the White House. 
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CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


Listed below are releases of the Office of 
the White House Press Secretary during the 
period covered by this issue which have not 
been included in the issue. 


Released July 24, 1972 


News briefing: on the drug abuse law en- 
forcement program—by Myles J. Ambrose, 
Special Consultant to the President and 
Director, Office for Drug Abuse Law En- 
forcement; Egil Krogh, Jr., Deputy Assist- 
ant to the President for Domestic Affairs; 
Eugene T. Rossides, Assistant Secretary for 
Enforcement and Operations, and Vernon 
D. Acree, Commissioner of Customs, De- 
partment of the Treasury 

Pact Sheet: on the drug abuse law enforce- 
ment program 


Released July 25, 1972 


Fact sheet: on the President’s property re- 
view program 

News briefing: on revenue sharing—by 
Mayor Louie Welch, president, U.S. Con- 
ference of Mayors; Mayor Sam Massell, 
president, National League of Cities; Mrs. 
Gladys Spellman, president, National Asso- 
ciation of Counties; and John Conolly, 
president, National Legislative Conference 

News briefing: on the Legacy of Parks pro- 
gram and the Property Review Board re- 
port—by Donald Rumsfeld, Counsellor to 
the President and Chairman, Property Re- 
view Board, and Darrell Trent, Executive 
Director, Property Review Board 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES—Continued 


Released July 26, 1972 


News briefing: on the President’s message on 
Government spending—by John D. Ehr- 
lichman, Assistant to the President for 
Domestic Affairs 


Released July 28, 1972 


News briefing: on Record of Discussions re- 
lating to the U.S.-U.S.S.R. Joint Commis- 
sion on Scientific and Technical Coopera- 
tion—by Dr. Edward E. David, Jr., Science 
Adviser to the President. 

Remarks: to representatives of Girls Nation— 
by Vice President Agnew. 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


The following list does not include pro- 
motions of members of the Uniformed Serv- 
ices, nominations to the Service Academies, 
or nominations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted July 26, 1972 


WILLIAM LEwIs JENKINS, of Tennessee, to be 
a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Tennessee Valley Authority for the term 
expiring May 18, 1981, vice Frank E. Smith, 
term expired. 


Submitted July 27, 1972 

Stanley S. Harris, of Maryland, to be Asso- 
ciate Judge of the District of Columbia 
Court of Appeals for the term of 15 years 
vice Andrew McCaughrin Hood, retired. 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved July 26, 1972 


TE: 20GB etre tcsntitts Private Law 92-105 
An Act for the relief of Joseph F. Sullivan. 
| eee er eran Private Law 92-106 


An Act for the relief of Albert W. Reiser, 
Junior. 

po a ae Private Law 92-107 
An Act for the relief of Corporal Michael 
T. Kent, United States Marine Corps Re- 
serve. 

eee Private Law 92-108 
An Act for the relief of Stephen H. 
Clarkson. 

ee eee Public Law 92-356 
An Act to authorize the disposal of lead 
from the national stockpile and the sup- 
plemental stockpile. 

GP Fei chvamaagen Public Law 92-354 
An Act to amend section 378(a) of the 
Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1938, as 
amended, to remove certain limitations on 
the establishment of acreage allotments 
for other farms owned by persons whose 
farms have been acquired by any Federal, 
State, or other agency having the right of 
eminent domain. 


Ce a tr LS Oe Private Law 92-104 
An Act for the relief of Willard O. Brown. 
GS. CORR a tie cate Public Law 92-355 


An Act to authorize the disposal of nickel 
from the national stockpile. 


Approved July 28, 1972 
ae Reo Public Law 92-357 
An Act to amend the Federal Crop In- 
surance Act, as amended, so as to permit 
certain persons under twenty-one years of 
age to obtain imsurance coverage under 
such Act. 
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